LOCAL ELEVEN
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA

March 18,2002

Office of the Secretary
FederalTrade Commission
600 PennsylvaniaAvenue, N.W.

Room 159
Washington, DC 20580

DearSir/Madam:

lamwriting to you on behalf of the lowa ProfessionalFirefighters to expressour objectionto the Federal
Trade Commission's proposaltoamendthe TelemarketingSales Rule. The proposedapplicationof a
national"do not call"registrytoour organization is unfair, unwiseand unworkable.

As fire fighters, we make itour businessto serve our communitiesto the greatest extent possible. Our fire
fighter organizationis a non-profit entity that reliesextensivelyupon small gifts from a large number of
peopleto support numerous charitableactivities. Throughsuch contributions, we havebeenable to provide
assistanceto the MuscularDystrophyAssociation, the IAFF Bum Foundation,and allow more of our
membersthe opportunityto attend healthand safety seminars.

The proposedruleis unfairbecause itwould create a "do notcall'* registry maintained by the federal
governmentthatwould apply to fundraising calls made on behalf of our organizationto support our
charitable activities, butwould not applyto politicians'fundraisingcalls @ phone solicitations by banks,
telephonecompaniesand insurancecompanies. Beyondbeing unfair, this simply does not makeany

sense.

The proposedrule is unwise because itwould prohibitour organizationfrom contactingindividualsonthe
'do notcall” listevenifthey had consistentlydonatedto our organizationinthe pastandwouldstill liketo do
so inthe future. At atime when governmentis relying upon non-profitsand charitiesto do more, it should
notundermine the ability of organizations such as our own to providevaluable servicesto the public.

Finally,the proposedrule is unworkablebecauseit violates our FirstAmendment rightto contactmembers
ofthe public. The SupremeCourt has consistentlyheldthat any limitationsonfree speech mustbe narrowly
drawnand usethe leastintrusive means. This rulesatisfies neitherofthese requirementsand further
violates.the Constitutionbecauseitfavors calls from commerciat interests, such as banks and insurance

companies, over calls made on behalf of non-profits.

Pleasereconsiderthis amendmentin lightof these concems, and rejectthe proposalto apply the “do not
call"registryto calls made on behalf of non-profitorganizations.
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